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Dear Parents and Staff 

It's the middle of the year and we have just over 3 weeks of school left in Term 2!  Kindly note the following: 

1.  Calendar Items 

Please note that we have an up-to-date calendar on our website - www.newberryhouse.com - with details of 

events where necessary.  The following items serve as reminders to items already scheduled there: 

• 8 June:  Cambridge Examinations conclude. 

• 13 June:  Parent Awareness Evening - kindly diarize.  More information to follow soon. 

• 14 June:  Internal Newberry Examinations commence - High School 

• Final Reminder: Newberry House Winter Warm-Up Drive - we are still accepting donated items of 

scarves, jackets, beanies, and canned or packet soup this week. The drive will end this Friday. Let's 

make someone's winter warmer!  Thanks to those who have already made donations - much 

appreciated. 

• 16 June:  Public Holiday - Youth Day.  Kindly note that Aftercare will not be available on this day. 

2. Parking Parking Parking 

Despite regular emails and appeals to parents to abide by the few simple rules we apply in our parking area, 

not a week goes by without some incident, complaint or disregard for the safety of our children - for, in the 

end, that is what it is - an important safety issue, with protocols put in place to protect our children. Nobody 

would like to be the reason for an accident in this space.  With that in mind, please pay particular attention 

to the following: 

• Please use the Drop and Go area for that purpose only - this is not a parking area.  Parents who park 

in this space block others who use it for it's intended purpose. 

• No parent may park in the lane near the main gate or the Protea classroom, or use the turning area for 

parking or Drop and Go. 

• Similarly, please refrain from dropping children in the exit lane at the white office gate. 

• The speed limit in our parking area is SLOW.  We appreciate that parents are also constrained by time 

and traffic, but an incident in the parking lot will cause greater delays and potentially, much heartache 

and regret. 

• Three parking areas have been allocated for parents who have infants and need to walk their toddlers 

or pre-primary children (whilst carrying babies)) to the gate. These parking areas will be demarcated 

with signage this week and we ask that you respect the need for spaces for these parents.  They will 

be based along the back fence near Aleit and close to the main gate. 
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• Please park, walk children to the gate and then return to your vehicles and move out of the space so 

other parents may make use of the area. There are parents who chat/socialize in the parking area, 

sometimes blocking open parking spaces in front of their vehicles, or taking up space for inordinately 

long periods of time.  We are very happy for such socializing to take place in the parking area, but 

kindly use the spaces against the Aleit office fence where you will not potentially block 2 parking spaces 

as you chat.  Your co-operation would be appreciated. 

• A staff member is on parking lot duty each day, morning and afternoon. They wear yellow reflector 

vests for easy identification. It might be that they might need to ask parents to move a vehicle, to slow 

down, etc.  Please know that they are acting in the best interests of the children, and the flow and 

safety of the parking area.  Please show them the respect due when or if you are approached about 

some small wrong-doing. 

• Rain or shine, these rules apply.  Please gear up for rain with umbrellas, jackets, and wellies. 

3.  Andre Shearer - Horasis Global Meeting, Portugal 

Andre Shearer, our highly respected Newberry Chairman, CEO of CapeClassics and Founder of the Indaba 

Education Fund, recently attended – along with Chief Executive Officers of some of the world’s leading 

companies and other influential global leaders – the Horasis Global Meeting in Cascais, Portugal.  

Andre presented a talk titled “Montessori in Early Childhood as a pathway to community development”. 

Please read more about this unique meeting and his involvement here. 

4.  Creative writing workshop presented by Marguerite MacRobert 

Last week several of our Newberry staff were treated to a fantastic creative writing workshop by parent 

extraordinaire, Marguerite MacRobert. Sharing insights gleaned from her years of research and lecturing in 

the English Department at Stellenbosch University, Marguerite combines hand made, purpose built 

Montessori materials within an immersive creative writing program. Staff were astounded by the charming, 

transformative and empowering experience. Heartfelt thanks to Marguerite for investing her time, energy and 

expertise in our beloved learning community. ~ James Prain, High School teacher 

5.  Weather Warnings 

The rain is coming!  We are delighted, but as Mother Nature does nothing in small measures in Cape Town, 

please take special care this week when coming to school.  In addition, kindly ensure that children are dressed 

appropriately, in particular, that they wear proper footwear.  The paths could be waterlogged and muddy, and 

while this is a wonderful sensorial experience for barefoot beings, it also means the paths are slippery and 

potentially dangerous.  Most environments have requested slippers or inside shoes for inside time - please 

ensure that all children also have good shoes for outside time. 

6.  Last, but by no means least - Thank you 
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We have wonderful parents in our Newberry family.  Special thanks this week to the following parents for their 

contributions and commitment to our lovely school community: 

• Michanne Contat, for the generous donation of garden pots which we can use in our endeavour to 

further beautify our lovely grounds. 

• Mariette Strauss, who unexpectedly arrived at school with two brand new rakes - she saw that Molta 

and Robert have been raking regularly through this Autumn season - and their rakes were looking well-

used.  Thank you Mariette. 

• Barbara Theophanous, for donating lovely picture frames for use in Upper Elementary. 

• Marguerite MacRobert, for offering and facilitating the Creative Writing workshop for some of our 

staff recently. (see above) 

• Dr. Eileen Africa, who facilitated a unique Stellenbosch University Kinderkinetics Workshop for all staff 

as part of their ongoing development.  It was an excellent afternoon. 

For further information, news, feedback on sports games and more, kindly have a look at our Facebook page, 

as well as our website www.newberryhouse.com 

Enjoy the week ahead. 
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