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Dear Newberry Parents and Staff 

Please read through the following important information: 

1.  Calendar Items 

Please note that we have an up-to-date calendar on our website - www.newberryhouse.com - with details of 

events where necessary.  The following items serve as reminders to general items already scheduled 

there.  Specific class centred activities will be communicated separately.  

Please diarize for later in the month: 

• CHANGE IN DATE:  The Parent/guardian/staff/children soccer match scheduled for Saturday 12 August 

has been postponed by a week to 19 August as a result of a large private function on 12 August which 

will incorporate the polo field:  Parent/Staff/Children friendly soccer match and picnic for Upper 

Elementary/Middle and High School - 11h00 - 13h00.  Kindly RSVP at the office or with Deon from the 

Newton class. deon@newberry.co.za 

• Tuesday 08 August Friendly soccer match at home with Good Hope Christian School. Expected times 

15h15 - 16h30 

• Wednesday 09 August Public Holiday - No school/Aftercare 

• Thursday 17 August Pre-Soccer match practice for parents/guardians/staff 17h00-18h00  

• Saturday 19 August Family Soccer Day - as above 

• Monday 21 August Hooked on Books Pre-Primary Activity 

• Saturday 2 September - Family Spring Day and Welcome to new Head, Mr Alistair Green and family - 

kindly diarize. 

2.  Independent Schools Association of South Africa (ISASA) Accreditation 

We are delighted to inform you that Newberry House Montessori School has met the requirements and 

recently been given member status with ISASA.   

The Independent Schools Association of Southern Africa is the largest and oldest association of independent 

(private) schools in the Southern African region. ISASA traces its origins to the Conference of Headmasters and 

Headmistresses, originally formed in 1929. 

ISASA’s vision is of a Southern Africa in which quality education is available to all learners, the value of 

independent education in contributing to this goal is recognised, and a value-based, public-spirited community 

of diverse, high quality independent schools is developed. 

 

mailto:secretary@newberry.co.za
http://www.newberryhouse.com/
mailto:deon@newberry.co.za


 Lourensford Estate, Somerset West, 7130 

Ph: 021 847 1585 

Fax2Email: 086 762 7035 

Email: secretary@newberry.co.za 

Toddler, Pre-School, Elementary, Middle & High 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Postal Address: P.O. Box 1431, Somerset West, 7129   Physical Address: Lourensford Estate, Somerset West 

Newberry House Montessori School - Company Registration No:2013/013485/08 

Contact Tel: +27 21 8471585, fax2email:  0867627035 email: secretary@newberry.co.za 

 

3. Reminder:  Policy for signing in and out 

Please take note that all parents and visitors to the school are required to sign in at reception should they be 

visiting the school outside of the usual drop off and collection times. Also please be aware that should parents 

be collecting children prior to the end of the school day (Toddlers 12h00; Pre-Primary 13h00; Elementary, 

Middle and High 15h15), they should please do so via the office.  Office staff will collect the child/ren from the 

relevant classroom/s and the child/ren must be signed out at the office. 

4.  2018 Term dates 

The starting date for the 2018 school year will be Wednesday 17 January 2018.  The term dates for 2018 give 

due consideration to the Cambridge curriculum, as well as other relevant factors such as independent and 

international school dates, and are as follows:  

Term 1 

17 January - 23 March 2018 

Term 2 

10 April - 22 June 2018 

Term 3 

23 July - 21 September 2018 

Term 4 

02 October - 07 December 

5.  Pre-Primary Outside Classrooms / Ribbon-cutting - TBA 

As per our previous Montessori Monday, we would like to invite parents, staff and children to a special Ribbon-

Cutting ceremony to celebrate the wonderful new outside areas and give thanks where it is due.  The date was 

publicized as 25 August, but certain key people may not be able to attend.  As a result, the date could change 

and we will let you know as soon as possible. 

6.  Institute for the Deaf - Fundraising initiative for Term 3 and 4 

Lest we forget..... 

Our fund-raising initiative this term and next involves filling small Change 4 Change money boxes (provided by 

the National Institute for the Deaf) with all that small and often annoying change which fills our purses/wallets 

or lies in the drawer at home.  This is small change that parking meters and even car guards no longer want, 

but it can change the lives of people with hearing loss at the NID.  Hence the name "Change 4 Change".  Please 

assist us in keeping the enthusiasm levels high. 
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Guidelines: 

• Each class has received 5 small boxes - as a start - which will remain at school - please assist children 

in collecting and bringing to school those 5, 10 and 20 cent pieces (brown coins - although all coins are 

welcome) to fill their class boxes. 

• The project will run through the 3rd and 4th terms of 2017 

• Please assist your child/ren through regular encouragement and reminders as the term progresses 

• If children wish to take boxes home, they are welcome to do so.  Please talk to your class 

Directress/Director 

• Through the course of this initiative, children will be exposed to what deafness is all 

about.  Information will be shared in class and they will discover the ways in which their efforts will 

make a difference to the deaf and those with various degrees of hearing loss.  We will look at ways, 

with assistance from the NID, to make this project even more meaningful over the next two terms. 

7.  Welcome Back Mariana van Niekerk 

Newberry House was well represented in Prague at the 28th International Montessori Congress recently by 

our very own Mariana van Niekerk. She has returned home safely and her Protea class were thrilled to have 

her back.  Mariana is inspired and ready to support the development of Montessori's legacy in Africa.  We hope 

to hear more about what she has gained in the near future. 

8.  Evette Japhta, Toddler Directress starts AMI training at the Indaba Institute in Stellenbosch 

In our resolve to train our current staff and with our support, Evette has successfully applied for and been 

accepted to do a one-year AMI 0-3-years course (the first of its kind in South Africa) with the Indaba Institute 

based in Stellenbosch.  We are delighted as not only does this fulfil her personal aspiration for self-

improvement and growth, but the knowledge she gains there will have a direct and very favourable impact on 

her Toddler classroom skills and her interaction and teaching of the children in her care here at Newberry 

House.  As you know, Newberry strives to offer the very best of Montessori teaching and methodology and 

AMI training is much sought after as it is considered the benchmark of the legacy of Maria Montessori, 

maintaining the core mission and integrity of true Montessori education.  

Evette is required to attend lectures for 18 weeks of the year.  The first 6-week slot commenced today Monday 

7 August and concludes on Friday 15 September.  Good luck Evette! 

All the best of living for the week ahead. 
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