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19 June 2017 
 
Dear Parents and School Staff, 
 
After a truly exhaustive, and extended search both within and outside of South Africa, we are 
incredibly pleased to announce that the Board has chosen Alistair Green as our new School 
Head of Newberry House. Alistair will commence his duties on 28 August 2017. 
 
Alistair has undergone rigourous psychometric testing with one of the most renowned 
educational psychologists in our region who is well-schooled in the hiring of top school 
heads. He has not only been repeatedly and extensively interviewed by the Newberry House 
Board, but also by our educational consultants, other highly regarded Montessori leadership, 
and by Lynne Lawrence (the Executive Director of the Association Montessori International 
(AMI)) in Amsterdam, the location of AMI’s worldwide headquarters. 
 
Alistair started his studies by completing a BSc (Sports Science) degree at the University of 
Stellenbosch, where he was awarded Best Sports Science Student in the 2004 graduate year.  
  
In 2005, Alistair relocated to the United Kingdom, where he began his teaching career and 
participated in the Graduate Teacher Programme through the West London Partnership. 
He then went on to obtain his NPQ in Middle Leadership through the UK’s National College 
for Teaching & Leadership. 
  
Between 2010 and 2014, Alistair completed his Master’s degree in Education at Edge Hill 
University (UK), focusing on change management and the impact of different organisational 
leadership styles on school improvement. 
  
In 2010, he was appointed as Staff Governor at Jubilee High School in Surrey, where he 
served on the Finance and Resources Committee. During this time, the Governing Body 
oversaw various initiatives, including a change of senior leadership, to dramatically improve 
academic outcomes. The school is now one of the top-performing schools in the county for 
student progress. 
  
In 2012, Alistair was promoted to Head of Science at the school, where he led on significant 
improvements. Results of students achieving an A*-C grade for GCSE Science were turned 
around from 39% to 85%, 88% and 96% respectively within three years. He also introduced a 
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tailored curriculum for lower-attaining students, resulting in 100% A*-C grades within two 
years. 
 
Alistair gained experience in Early Years education by serving as founding governor of a 
preschool in Greater London, where he oversaw curriculum development and was part of 
setting the school’s vision and mission.  
  
In 2015 he was appointed as an Executive Member of the Leadership Team of Jubilee High 
School and in 2016 became an Assistant Headteacher.  
He has also been consulting to other schools in the county to help them improve outcomes 
and embed best practices. 
  
As part of his ongoing work, Alistair has been studying more creative and relevant 
educational alternatives, including that of Montessori. He has also been immersing himself in 
the AMI Curriculum over the past year and will be visiting AMI accredited environments prior 
to his relocation back to South Africa with his wife Marieke and their three children Jeandre 
(5), James (3) and Rueben (1). 
  
Outside of school, Alistair is an avid trail runner. He has participated in cross-country at 
provincial level and has won various trail races in the UK over the past three years, including 
the Trionium Picnic Marathon, voted "Britain's hardest marathon" by Runner's World. 
 
We are incredibly excited and happy to have finally made this critical choice. 
 
Please join us as we extend the sincerest of welcomes to Alistair and his family to Newberry 
House. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Andre G. Shearer 
Chairman 
Newberry House Montessori School 


